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International Volunteer Day (IVD) celebrates, each year, the act of volunteerism that is 

founded on the universal values of solidarity, commitment and engagement.  

This year, on International Volunteer Day 2014, we recognize and celebrate 

volunteerism by acknowledging and honoring people’s participation through 

volunteering. People’s engagement makes change happen locally, nationally and 

globally.  

Through volunteering, people can participate in peace building, sustainable 

development and decision-making processes. Volunteerism opens spaces for dialogue 

and civic responsibility.  

Some examples of UN Volunteers making change happen through their volunteer 

assignments are Wei from China, Fanny working in Bolivia and Hassane in Guinea. 

Wei Li, a national UN Volunteer, is passionately committed to environmental protection. 

In her volunteer work in conserving the Beijing forest, Wei has provided outlets for local 

fruit farmers to be part of sustainable practices. Through Wei’s engagement the 

community is involved in decision-making and the government is seeing the 

effectiveness of including people in making change for the better.  

As an international UN Volunteer assigned to the Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights in Bolivia, Fanny Declercq uses her background as a 

human rights lawyer to assist in providing a voice to indigenous peoples. With 42% of 

Bolivians identifying themselves as indigenous, Fanny’s engagement provides an 

important opportunity for communities, while enhancing a sense of civic responsibility 

country-wide.   

Hassane Ide Hawidabou is the UNV Programme Officer in Guinea and is leading youth 

volunteer efforts, in collaboration with UNDP, on Ebola prevention. By informing local 

communities on the importance of hand-washing and on when to get medical advice, 

youth volunteers are supporting prevention and giving a sense of hope to people facing 

the Ebola epidemic.  



 

 

 

 

 

All over the world, peace and development efforts become more effective when they 

fully engage people, irrespective of their background, race, gender or age. Participation 

through volunteerism is also a way to empower people from marginalized groups, by 

providing them with an opportunity to act. 

By supporting the MY World survey, UNV has made an important contribution to the 

UN efforts aimed at bringing the voice of people and their participation to the heart of 

the discussion on the next global development agenda. UN Volunteers have been 

involved in the offline collection of votes, through paper ballots and discussions with 

respondents from a variety of communities around the world, including the most 

remote. In this way, a wider and more inclusive audience has had the chance to make 

change happen by being part of framing the world we want.  

On International Volunteer Day 2014, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all 

volunteers who are making a difference in the ongoing development and peace 

processes around the world. We together “Make Change Happen” through 

volunteering.  

 


